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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/25/2010 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 14 & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Klindworth, US Patent Pub. 20030081120 A1. 

Re Claim 1, Klindworth discloses a method for managing audio devices located 
at a live event during the live event ( fig. 2; para 0020: a camera system typically used 



for surveillance, security purposes; and it is inherent that security cameras and 



surveillance cameras are used to capture live event at a first location and transmit them 



Application/Control Number: 10/612,429 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2614 

to a user at a second location remote from the first location of the surveillance ), 
comprising: capturing video content of the live event at a first location ( fig. 2: para 0020: 
a camera system typically used for surveillance, security purposes; and it is inherent 
that security cameras and surveillance cameras are used to capture live event at a first 
location and transmit them to a user at a second location remote from the first location 
of the surveillance ), wherein different areas of the live event are associated with a 
plurality of audio devices located at the first location ( fig. 2; para 0021: a microphone is 
associated with each camera, wherein each of the plurality of cameras/microphones 
pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a scene such that a user could select a 
microphone associated with a camera view and wherein the camera view and the 
microphone selected are sent to the user at a remote location via a display device and 
speaker at said remote location ), the plurality of audio devices capturing audio 
originating from the different areas in the live event ( fig. 2; para 0021: a microphone is 
associated with each camera, wherein each of the plurality of cameras/microphones 
pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a scene such that a user could select a 
microphone associated with a camera view and wherein the camera view and the 
microphone selected are sent to the user at a remote location via a display device and 
speaker at said remote location ); providing the video content of the live event captured 
at the first location to a user at a second location during the live event wherein the video 
content is displayed to the user in a graphical user interface (GUI) ( fig. 2: para 0020: a 
camera system typically used for surveillance, security purposes: and it is inherent that 
security cameras and surveillance cameras are used to capture live event and transmit 
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them to a user at a second location remote from the location of the surveillance; fig. 2; 
para 0021: a microphone is associated with each camera, wherein each of the plurality 
of cameras/microphones pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a scene such that a 
user could select a microphone associated with a camera view and wherein the camera 
view and the microphone selected are sent to the user at a remote location via a display 
device and speaker at said remote location ) that enables the user to select regions of 
the displayed video content to receive audio from different audio devices at the live 
event associated with the selected regions ( fig. 2; para 0021: a microphone is 
associated with each camera, wherein each of the plurality of cameras/microphones 
pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a scene such that a user could select a camera 
view and wherein the camera view is sent to the user at a remote location via a display 
device at said remote location ); receiving through the GUI a selection of a first region of 
the video content, the selection made by a user during the live event, and within the 
video content shown in the GUI ( fig. 2: para 0021: a microphone is associated with each 
camera, wherein each of the plurality of cameras/microphones pick up sounds/visuals 
from an area of a scene such that a user could select a camera view and wherein the 
camera view is sent to the user at a remote location via a display device at said remote 
location ); determining a first area of the live event associated with the first region of the 
video content ( fig. 2: para 0021: a microphone is associated with each camera, wherein 
each of the plurality of cameras/microphones pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a 
scene such that a user could select a camera view and wherein the camera view is sent 



to the user at a remote location via a display device at said remote location ); 
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determining which audio devices at the first location are associated with the first area of 
the live event ( fig. 2; para 0021: a microphone is associated with each camera, wherein 
each of the plurality of cameras/microphones pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a 
scene such that a user could select a microphone associated with a camera view and 
wherein the camera view and the microphone selected are sent to the user at a remote 
location via a display device and speaker at said remote location ): selecting a first audio 
device at the first location associated with the first area of the live event ( fig. 2; para 
0021: a microphone is associated with each camera, wherein each of the plurality of 
cameras/microphones pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a scene such that a user 
could select a microphone associated with a camera view and wherein the camera view 
and the microphone selected are sent to the user at a remote location via a display 
device and speaker at said remote location ); and providing live audio from the selected 
first audio device at the first location to the user at a second location ( fig. 2; para 0021: 
a microphone is associated with each camera, wherein each of the plurality of 
cameras/microphones pick up sounds/visuals from an area of a scene such that a user 
could select a microphone associated with a camera view and wherein the camera view 
and the microphone selected are sent to the user at a remote location via a display 
device and speaker at said remote location ). 

Claims 14 & 20 have been analyzed and rejected according to claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 5, 7 & 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klindworth, US Patent Pub. 20030081 120 A1 as applied to claim 1 above, in view of 
Foote et al, US Patent 7015954 B1 . 

Re Claim 5, Klindworth discloses the method of claim 1 , but fails to explicitly 
disclose wherein selecting the audio device includes: selecting a plurality of audio 
devices at the first location associated with the first region; comparing parameters for 
each audio device; and selecting one of the plurality of audio devices. However, Foote 
et al discloses a surveillance system where pluralities of microphones are associated 
with a given area being surveyed, and the microphone selected is based on the gain 
level of the sounds in that area ( Foote et al, fig. 13; col. 15, lines 9-19 ). It would have 
been obvious to modify the Klindworth surveillance system by associating a plurality of 
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microphones with each camera, such that selecting a microphone will be based on 
comparing the plurality of microphones to obtain the microphone with the highest gain 
level to be transmitted to a user at the remote location as taught in Foote et al for the 
purpose of optimizing the performance of the Klindworth system. 

Claims 7 & 18 have been analyzed and rejected according to claim 5. 

4. Claims 6, 17, 21 & 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Klindworth, US Patent Pub. 20030081 120 A1 as applied to claim 5 above, in view 
of official notice. 

Re Claim 6, which further recites, "Wherein the parameters include signal to 
noise ratio." Klindworth does not explicitly disclose a signal to noise ratio as claimed. 
Official notice is taken that both the concepts and advantages of providing a signal to 
noise ratio are well known in the art. It would have been obvious to use a signal to noise 
ratio since it is commonly used to identify the amount of background noise interference 
in a sound signal as a means to select the audio devices. 

Claim 17 have been analyzed and rejected according to claim 6. 

Claim 21 has been analyzed and rejected according to claims 1 & 6. 

Re Claim 24, which further recites, "Wherein the audio device includes a far-field 
microphone and a close-talking microphone" as claimed. Klindworth fails to disclose a 
far-field microphone and a close-talking microphone as claimed. Official notice is taken 
that both the concepts and advantages of providing a far-field and close-talking 
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microphone are well known in the art. Thus it would have been obvious to provide far- 
field and close-talking microphones to capture various sounds at the live event to 
provide a viewer with a realistic sound of the live event. 

5. Claims 8 & 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Klindworth, US Patent Pub. 20030081120 A1 as applied to claim 1 above, in view 
of Cutler et al, US Patent 7428000 B2. 

Re Claim 8, Klindworth discloses the method of claim 1 , but fails to explicitly 
providing 2-way audio between the user and a second user, the user located at a 
remote location and the second user located at a first location associated with the video 
content. However, Cutler et al a system capable of providing 2-way communication 
between 2 users, one user at a location being monitored by a camera and a microphone 
and the other user at a remote location ( Cutler et al, fig. 3: 302; col. 9, lines 2-7 ). Thus, 
it would have been obvious to modify the security/surveillance camera system of 
Klindworth such that a security officer at the location of the camera could communicate 
with a personnel/user at a remote location as taught in Cutler et al for the purpose of 
providing a more efficient security/surveillance system. 

Claim 22 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 8. 

Claim 23 has been analyzed and rejected according to claims 1 & 8. 
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1 . Claims 9 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klindworth, US Patent Pub. 20030081120 A1 as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Rui 
et al, US Patent 7349005 B2. 

Re Claim 9, Klindworth discloses the method of claim 1 , but fail to disclose 
further comprising: automatically selecting a second region of the video content, the 
second region of the video content including at least one second area of the video 
content associated with a second weight and selected as a result of detecting motion in 
the video content ( Rui et al. col. 23. line 63 though col. 24. line 23; col. 2, line 67 
through col. 3. line 5: some of the rules include how the lecturer should be framed and 
how multiple camera views should be utilized to create a current camera view; where all 
of these rules are based on the camera tracker tracking the lecturer's movement ), the 
first region of the video content including at least one area of the video content 
associated with a first weight ( Rui et al. col. 23, line 63 though col. 24, line 23; col. 2, 
line 67 through col. 3. line 5: some of the rules include how the lecturer should be 
framed and how multiple camera views should be utilized to create a current camera 
view; where all of these rules are based on the camera tracker tracking the lecturer's 
movement ): applying different weights to the two different embodiments such that, the 
embodiments are used together and priority given to the embodiment with a higher 
weight ( Rui et al. col. 23. line 63 though col. 24, line 23: a camera system where a first 
rule and a second rule are utilized, an wherein the first rule has greater weight, such 
that when the first rule and the second rule conflict, the first rule is applied due to its 
greater weight ). However, Rui et al does. It would be obvious to modify Klindworth, such 
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that they are utilized as one embodiment of the system wherein greater weight is 
designated to an embodiment of the user's choice as taught in Rui et al for the purpose 
of creating a more dynamic camera system. 

Claim 19 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 9. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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(571 )270-1 1 90. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:00 EST Monday- 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian C. Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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